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Opening Hymn #746 (WS)
Father Most Holy, Merciful and Tender
1. Father most holy, merciful, and tender;
Jesus, our Savior, with the Father reigning;
Spirit of comfort, Advocate, Defender,
Light never waning;
2. Trinity sacred, Unity unshaken;
Deity perfect, giving and forgiving;
Light of the angels, Light of the forsaken;
Hope of all living;
3. Maker of all things, all Your creatures praise You;
All for Your worship were and are created.
Hear us, Almighty, hear us as we give You
Our adoration.
4. To the all-ruling triune God be glory,
Highest and greatest, over all exalted;
We, too, would praise You, giving honor to You
Now and forever.

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Confession and Absolution
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.
C: Amen
Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis – sing
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have
mercy on us.
1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise;
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within
3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
The First Lesson – Genesis 18:20-33
Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21I will go down to
see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me. And if not, I will know.”
22
So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham still stood before the LORD. 23Then Abraham drew near
and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you
then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous
who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the
righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous
in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”
27
Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to
speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of
the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for
lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five
there.” 29Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then
he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose
thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty
there.” 31He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord.
Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of
twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33And
20

the LORD went his way, when he had finished speaking to
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.
Psalm of the Day- Psalm 138
WS p.40 - antiphon
Antiphon –
Surely God’s salvation is near to those who fear Him.
I give you thanks, O LORD, with | my whole heart;*
before the gods I | sing your praise;
I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name
for your steadfast love and your | faithfulness,*
for you have exalted above all things your name | and your
word.
On the day I called, you | answered me;*
my strength of soul | you increased.
All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, | O LORD,*
for they have heard the words | of your mouth,
and they shall sing of the ways | of the LORD,*
for great is the glory | of the LORD.
For though the LORD is high, he regards the | lowly,*
but the haughty he knows | from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you pre- | serve my life;*
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and your right hand de- | livers me.
The LORD will fulfill his pur- | pose for me;*
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not
forsake the work | of your hands.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Antiphon –
Surely God’s salvation is near to those who fear Him.
The Second Lesson – Colossians 2:6-15
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
7
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
8
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the
elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9For in
him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have been
filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11In him also
you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by
putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were
also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God,
who raised him from the dead. 13And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14by
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed
the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.
6

The Gospel – Luke 11:1-13
1
Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as
John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them, “When you pray,
say:
“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread,
4
and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”
5
And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6for a
friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set
before him’; 7and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get
up and give you anything’? 8I tell you, though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his
impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9And I tell
you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened. 11What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will
instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if he asks for an egg, will
give him a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.
The Alleluia – sing
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Confession of Faith – Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of the Day #458
Our Father, Thou in Heaven Above
1. Our Father, Thou in heaven above,
Who biddest us to dwell in love,
As brethren of one family,
To cry in every need to Thee,
Teach us no thoughtless word to say,
But from our inmost heart to pray.
2. Thy name be hallowed. Help us, Lord,
In purity to keep Thy Word,
That to the glory of thy name
We walk before Thee free from blame.
Let no false doctrine us pervert;
All poor, deluded souls convert.
3. Thy kingdom come. Thine let it be
In time and in eternity.
Let Thy good Spirit e'er be nigh
Our hearts with graces to supply.

Break Satan's power, defeat his rage;
Preserve Thy Church from age to age.
4. Thy gracious will on earth be done
As 'tis in heaven before Thy throne;
Obedience in our weal and woe
And patience in all grief bestow.
Curb flesh and blood and every ill
That sets itself against Thy will.
5. Give us this day our daily bread
And let us all be clothed and fed.
From war and strife be our Defense,
From famine and from pestilence,
That we may live in godly peace,
Free from all care and avarice.
6. Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore,
Remove from us their burden sore,
As we their trespasses forgive
Who by offenses us do grieve.
Thus let us dwell in charity
And serve our brother willingly.
7. Into temptation lead us not.
When evil foes against us plot
And vex our souls on every hand,
Oh, give us strength that we may stand
Firm in the faith, a well-armed host,
Through comfort of the Holy Ghost!
8. From evil, Lord, deliver us;
The times and days are perilous.
Redeem us from eternal death,

And when we yield our dying breath,
Console us, grant us calm release,
And take our souls to Thee in peace.
9. Amen, that is, So shall it be.
Confirm our faith and hope in Thee
That we may doubt not, but believe
What here we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Thy name and at Thy word
We say: Amen. Oh, hear us, Lord! Amen.
Sermon Text – Genesis 18:20-33
Sermon
The Prayer of the Church Is the Voice of Faith
Offertory – sing
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.

Offering of Thankful Hearts
Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.
P: Heavenly Father, Your Son has taught us to pray that Your
name would be hallowed and Your kingdom come, and for all our
needs of body and soul. Grant us trusting hearts that turn to You in
all joy and sorrow, finding in Your fatherly goodness and will all that
we ask, seek, need or desire. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Gracious Lord, Your righteous Son intercedes on behalf of
sinners before Your throne. When the outcry of our sin troubles us,
grant faithful pastors to speak Your Word of warning and comfort,
that we may be drawn in repentance to His cross and seek shelter
in His mercy, and so escape destruction. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Almighty Father, You have given all rule and authority to Jesus
Christ, our Lord. May our homes be permeated by Your Word, that
all families may dwell in the light of Your Son. Grant Your Holy
Spirit to husbands and wives, parents and children, young and old,
and all who live alone, that we may not be taken captive by the
spirit of the world but rather built up into Him who is the Head. Lord,
in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Lord of hosts, You judge the sinful deeds of man in
righteousness. Grant us civil leaders who serve in accordance with
Your will, condemning what is evil and approving what is good. May
all nations be brought to see the wisdom and glory of Your Son and
dwell together in peace and humility. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Merciful Father, You give good gifts to Your children. Grant Your
Holy Spirit to [_____________ and all] those who suffer in body,
mind and soul, that confident in Your mercy, they may look to You
for comfort and peace in their afflictions. Grant them healing
according to Your will and patience to bear their crosses. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we ask Your blessing and look to
You as the Giver of all good gifts. Make us ever eager to come to
You in prayer and thanksgiving, as Your Son has taught us. By

Your Holy Spirit, bring us to behold in Christ the fulfillment of those
things for which we pray — Your holy name, Your coming kingdom,
daily bread, forgiveness, shelter in temptation and deliverance from
every evil; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
taught us to pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sermon Hymn #444
Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You
1. Rise! To arms! With prayer employ you,
O Christians, lest the Foe destroy you,
For Satan has designed your fall.
Wield God's Word, a weapon glorious!
Against each foe you'll be victorious;
Our God will set you o'er them all.
Is Satan strong and fell?
Here is Immanuel.
Sing hosanna!
The strong ones yield,

With Christ our Shield,
And we as conqueror's hold the field.
2. Cast afar this world's vain pleasures,
Aye, boldly fight for heavenly treasures,
And steadfast be in Jesus' might.
He will help, whate'er betide you,
And naught will harm with Christ beside you;
By faith you'll conquer in the fight.
Then shame, thou weary soul!
Look forward to the goal:
There joy waits thee.
The race, then, run;
The combat done,
Thy crown of glory will be won.
3. Wisely fight, for time is fleeting,
The hours of grace are fast retreating;
Short, short, is this our earthly way.
Then the trump the dead is waking
And sinners all with fear are quaking,
With joy the saints will greet that Day.
Bless God, our triumph's sure,
Tho' long we did endure
Scorn and trial.
Thou, Son of God,
To Thine abode
Wilt lead the way Thyself hast trod.
4. Jesus, all Thy children cherish
And keep them that they never perish
Whom Thou hast purchased with Thy blood.
Let new life to us be given
That we may look to Thee in heaven

Whenever fearful is our mood.
Thy spirit on us pour
That we may love Thee more-Hearts o'erflowing;
And then will we
Be true to Thee
In death and life eternally. Amen.
Prayer
P: Let us pray…
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen
Closing Hymn #477
Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head
1. Lord Jesus, Thou the Church's Head,
Thou art her one Foundation;
In Thee she trusts, before Thee bows,
And waits for Thy salvation.
Built on this Rock secure,
Thy Church shall endure
E'en though the world decay
And all things pass away.
Oh, hear, oh, hear us, Jesus!
2. O Lord, let this Thy little flock,
Thy name alone confessing,

Continue in Thy loving care,
True unity possessing.
Thy Sacraments, O Lord,
And Thy saving Word
To us e'er pure retain.
Grant that they may remain
Our only strength and comfort.
3. Help us to serve Thee evermore
With hearts both pure and lowly;
And my Thy Word, that light divine,
Shine on in splendor holy
That we repentance show,
In faith ever grow;
The power of sin destroy
And all that doth annoy.
Oh, make us faithful Christians!
4. And for Thy Gospel let us dare
To sacrifice all treasure;
Teach us to bear Thy blessed cross,
To find in Thee all pleasure.
Oh, grant us steadfastness
In joy and distress,
That we Thee ne'er forsake.
Let us by grace partake
O endless joy and glory.
Silent Prayer
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