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Opening Hymn #575
Before the Lord We Bow
1. Before the Lord we bow,
The God who reigns above
And rules the world below
In boundless pow'r and love.
Our thanks we bring,
In joy and praise
Our hearts we raise
To heav'n's high King.
2. The nation Thou hast blest
May well Thy love declare,
From foes and fears at rest,
Protected by Thy care.
For this fair land,
For this bright day,
Our thanks we pay-Gifts of Thy hand.
3. May ev'ry mountain height,
Each vale and forest green,
Shine in Thy Word's pure light
And its rich fruits be seen!
May ev'ry tongue
Be tuned to praise

And join to raise
A grateful song!
4. Earth, hear thy Maker's voice,
Thy great Redeemer own;
Believe, obey, rejoice,
And worship Him alone.
Cast down thy pride,
Thy sin deplore,
And bow before
The Crucified.
5. And when in power He comes,
Oh, may our native land
From all its rending tombs
Send forth a glorious band,
A countless throng,
For aye to sing
To heaven's high King
Salvation's song!
Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Confession and Absolution
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to His will.
C: Amen
Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis – sing
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord have
mercy on us.
1. Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise;
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within
3. Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’nly host we glorify.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray…
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

The First Lesson – Amos 8:4-7
4
Hear this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,
6
that we may buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”
7
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”
Psalm of the Day- Psalm 113
Praise the LORD!
Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!
Blessèd be the name of the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the LORD is to be praised!
The LORD is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens!
Who is like the LORD our God,
who is seated on high,
who looks far down
on the heavens and the earth?
He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes,
with the princes of his people.

He gives the barren woman a home,
making her the joyous mother
of children. Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Second Lesson – 1 Timothy 2:1-15
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are
in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly
and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the
sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the
testimony given at the proper time. 7For this I was appointed a
preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 8I desire then that in every
place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or
quarreling; 9likewise also that women should adorn themselves in
respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided
hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10but with what is proper for
women who profess godliness—with good works. 11Let a woman
learn quietly with all submissiveness. 12I do not permit a woman to
teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain
quiet. 13For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14and Adam was not
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a
transgressor. 15Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they
continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.
1

The Gospel – Luke 16:1-15
[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had
a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
wasting his possessions. 2And he called him and said to him, ‘What
is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your
management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the
manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking
the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig,
and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when
I am removed from management, people may receive me into their
houses.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said
to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit
down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master
commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the
sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails
they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10“One who is
faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you
have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to
you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that which
is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money.” 14The Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15And he
said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but
God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.”
1

P: Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and keep it.
The Alleluia – sing
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Confession of Faith – Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of the Day #383
Seek Where Ye May to Find a Way
1. Seek where ye may To find a way
That leads to your salvation;

My heart is stilled, On Christ I build,
He is the one Foundation.
His Word is sure, His works endure;
He doth o'erthrow My every foe;
Through Him I more than conquer.
2. Seek whom ye may To be your stay;
None can redeem his brother.
All helpers failed, This Man prevailed,
The God-man, and none other.
Our Servant-Lord Did help afford;
We're justified, For He hath died,
The Guiltless for the guilty.
3. Seek Him alone, Who did atone,
Who did your souls deliver;
Yea, seek Him first, All ye who thirst
For grace that faileth never.
In every need Seek Him indeed;
To every heart He will impart
His blessings without measure.
4. My heart's Delight, My Crown most bright,
Thou, Jesus, art forever.
Nor wealth nor pride Nor aught beside
Our bond of love shall sever.
Thou art my Lord; Thy precious Word
Shall be my guide, Whate'er betide.
Oh, teach me, Lord, to trust Thee!
5. Hide not from me, I ask of Thee,
Thy gracious face and favor.
Though floods of woe Should o'er me flow,
My faith shall never waver.
From pain and grief Grant sweet relief;
For tears I weep, Lord, let me reap
Thy heavenly joy and glory.

Sermon Text – Luke 16:1-15
Sermon
The Lord Is Rich in His Grace and Mercy
Offertory – sing
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Uphold with Your Spirit free.

Offering of Thankful Hearts
Prayer of the Church
P: The apostle Paul instructs us: “First of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we
may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every
way.” Rejoicing in Christ’s salvation offered to all, let us call upon
God our Father for ourselves and for all people.
P: Kind Father, Your Son declared to us that we cannot serve You
and also be devoted to money. Free all Your baptized children from
obsession with the goods of this world, that they may set their
hearts on the joys of the kingdom and the inheritance that never
fades. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Almighty God, You entrust to Your people the abundant wealth
of Christ’s salvation in Your Word and Sacraments. Bless pastors,
that they might be faithful stewards of these mysteries, and grant
that all Your people would make proper use of Your Means of
Grace and rejoice in Your salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Maker of heaven and earth, You have created man and woman
for different offices and with different gifts, that they might
complement one another and glorify You. Grant that, in our homes
and congregations, Your people might rejoice in the callings You
have given them. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: God, our Savior, endue Joe Biden, our president; Tim Walz, our
governor; and all whom You have placed in high positions with
wisdom and mercy, that we may lead peaceable and quiet lives,
godly and dignified in every way. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Heavenly Father, be with the sick and those who suffer, those
troubled in mind, those grieving in their sorrows, and the dying in
their last hours [especially _(silent prayer)_]. Grant them the
comfort of Your presence, relief according to Your will and peace in
their hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Almighty Father, You desire all to be saved. Remember Your
foes who forget Your Word and call them to repentance and faith,
that they also would rejoice in Your righteousness and salvation.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We give thanks to You, O Lord, for You have forgiven our debt of
sin for the sake of Jesus. Preserve us in His grace and life until that
day when You gather us to be among the saints in glory around
Your throne; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who taught
us to pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sermon Hymn #371
Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
1. Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
2. Bold shall I stand in that great Day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully through these absolved I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
3. The holy, meek, unspotted Lamb,
Who from the Father's bosom came,
Who died for me, e'en me t'atone,
Now for my Lord and God I own.
4. Lord, I believe Thy precious blood,
Which at the mercy-seat of God
Forever doth for sinners plead,
For me--e'en for my soul--was shed.
5. Lord, I believe were sinners more

Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid,
For all a full atonement made.
6. When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
E'en then, this shall be all my plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.
7. Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.
Prayer
P: Let us pray…
… through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
The Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.
C: Amen
Closing Hymn #442
Lord of Glory, Who hast Bought Us
1. Lord of Glory, who hast bought us
With Thy life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that hast freely given
Blessings countless as the sand
To the unthankful and the evil

With Thine own unsparing hand;

2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to yield Thee
Gladly, freely, of Thine own;
With the sunshine of Thy goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by Thee, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed
'Tis to give than to receive.
3. Wondrous honor hast Thou given
To our humblest charity
In Thine own mysterious sentence,
"Ye have done it unto Me."
Can it be, O gracious Master,
Thou dost deign for alms to sue,
Saying by Thy poor and needy,
"Give as I have given to you"?
4. Yes, the sorrow and the sufferings
Which on every hand we see
Channels are for tithes and offerings
Due by solemn right to Thee;
Right of which we may not rob Thee,
Debt we may not choose but pay,
Lest that face of love and pity
Turn from us another day.
5. Lord of Glory, who hast bought us
With Thy life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice,

Give us faith to trust Thee boldly,
Hope, to stay our souls on Thee;
But, oh! best of all Thy graces,
Give us Thine own charity.
Silent Prayer
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